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Sakonnet Preservation
A family story of conservation

The Taggart family’s first exposure to Little Compton 

took place in 1984 when Rush Taggart’s mother, 

Dee, was dating Jim Osborn. Jim generously invited 

Dee’s offspring to visit, too. Jim and Dee married, 

as did Rush and Dorothy Bedford. Jim, an avid 

outdoorsman and birder, quickly introduced Dorothy 

to the pleasures of birding in Little Compton. 

Recognizing that the Osborn children would inherit 

the entirety of their father’s property and that Little 

Compton had won her family’s heart, Dee began 

looking for a piece of land on which to build a home 

“just in case.” When the Crandon farm on West 

Main Road was subdivided in the early 1990’s, Dee 

purchased one of the lots and, after Jim passed, 

had a house constructed that could hold all her 

grandchildren. 

When a threat to develop the 4.4-acre meadow 

and wetland parcel behind her house arose, Dee 

jumped to purchase this second lot. Twelve years 

later the family chose to put the meadow into 

conservation with Sakonnet Preservation to ensure 

it would remain open permanently. Avid birder 

Dorothy is diligently trying to lure bobolinks, 

a rapidly declining grassland-nesting bird, into 

establishing a colony there.  

Recently Rush purchased his sister’s interest 

in a lot to the south of the family house that 

abuts their previously conserved meadow. 

Its frontage on West Main Road offers an 

uninterrupted view across the two parcels to 

the woodland beyond. At the close of 2022, we 

were thrilled to accept another easement from 

him on this lot that increases the acreage of 

protected open space on the family property to nearly 6½ acres. This acreage 

backs up to Wilbur Woods to the east and additional conserved land held by 

the Agricultural Conservancy Trust to the northeast. It enlarges protection of 

habitat corridors, the scale of surface water protection, and preserves a scenic 

view of stone walls surrounding meadows along West Main Road–one of the 

defining and vulnerable characteristics of our town. As a take-away from 

this experience, Rush and Dorothy have learned from and shared with others 

the conservation options that can open when working with a locally-based 

conservation group willing to consider properties of all sizes. We are honored 

to serve as the steward of this family’s multi-generational, conservation-

minded generosity for the benefit of Little Compton.
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From the President

What a relief to be returning to some semblance of normalcy!  

For us it means we can return to providing conservation-related programming for 

the students in our local school. Plans have been made with the support of the 

Wilbur & McMahon administrators and teachers, the financial assistance of the 

Acebes Family Charitable Fund and volunteer community members working with 

our staff to offer their expertise and passion 

to these programs.  

Our revitalized Simmons Mill Pond Preserve 

activities with the fifth and sixth graders 

exposed them to the animal and plant life in 

its ponds and woodland that depend upon 

the Preserve’s valuable resources. Seventh 

graders visited theMarvell Preserve adjacent 

to the Town Beach to learn about its natural 

resources with a plan to work on a mapping 

project for the 

property in the Fall.  This project in particular aligns 

with standards related to the school’s International 

Baccalaureate curriculum expectations for communi-

ty service. And we are honoring a graduating eighth 

grader, selected for an exceptional interest in natural 

history, with the Lawre Richmond Goodnow Young 

Naturalist Award.

For the first time, we will be supplementing our staff 

with a summer stewardship intern who will have just 

completed a master’s 

degree in environmental science at the University 

of Rhode Island. It is our hope that this will be the 

start of an affiliation with environmental education 

programs that are developing the next generation 

of conservation scientists and leaders.

We are committed to ensuring that students here 

have hands-on experiences connecting them to 

Little Compton’s natural resources worth preserv-

ing in the hope that they too, in whatever future 

lifestyle they choose, will be contributors to the 

preservation and protection of our planet’s vulner-

able assets.

			   Abigail Brooks
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Yard spraying for mosquitos and ticks?

The signs are going up around town and mailers are 

announcing lawn spraying services for mosquitoes 

and ticks. We are concerned about the consequences 

of chemical spraying that cannot possibly be 

targeted for specific bugs. Blanket sprays kill and 

contaminate the beneficial as well as the challenging.  

These can harm humans, pets and wildlife, get 

washed into the ground from which we draw drinking 

water and into ponds, streams and ultimately the 

ocean upon which we rely for food and recreation. 

There are several non-toxic alternatives 

for protecting ourselves with bug sprays 

and we can also protect ourselves by 

dressing in long-sleeved, light-colored 

clothing and pants, by bathing following 

outdoor exposure, and by using 

attractant traps.  

Please also consider the alternatives to lawn and landscaping spraying 

that are likely to be far more effective and are certainly less harmful 

to us and the environment. A list of  products compatible with organic 

landscape management from the website Beyond Pesticides presents good 

alternatives.

Come to our Annual Meeting in July!

We are pleased to announce that the featured 

presenter at Sakonnet Preservation’s July 19th 

Annual Meeting will be Heather Holm (right), a 

nationally-recognized expert on bees and wasps.

Holm passionately informs with her books and 

educates live audiences nationwide about the 

fascinating world of native pollinators and beneficial 

insects and the native plant communities that 

support them. She is the author of four books: 

Pollinators of Native Plants (2014), Bees (2017), Wasps 

(2021), and Common Native Bees of the Eastern 

United States (2022). Both Bees and Wasps have 

won multiple book awards including the American 

Horticultural Society Book Award (2018 and 2022 

respectively). 

Sakonnet Preservation’s Annual Meeting will take place at the Little 
Compton Community Center. Starting at 5.30, attendees are invited to 

attend a welcoming reception with light refreshments. A brief business 

meeting at 7 pm will be followed by our featured speaker’s presentation. As 

space is limited, we will be requesting registration in advance. Notice of this 

free event will go out to our membership and the public at large as we get 

closer to the date.  

Photo by Heather Holm



4

Thank you to our generous donors - 2022
Warren K. Clark
Tom Clemow
Jerry Cohen
John & Bette Cooper
John & Cecily Cornish
Karen & Chris Corrigan
Robert and Susan Cotter
Alexander Cover
Elizabeth Crawford
Craig & Lynne Curtis
David & Sharon Cutts
Kevin & Debra Daley
R. Bruce Dalglish
Judith & Murray Danforth
Asher Dawson
Jamie & Deidre Day
John Dean & Nancy Weinstein
Ken Demers & Andrea Muller
Catherine Denckla
Nina Diefenbach
Mary Diggins
Charles Dolan & Anne Finestone 
Patrick & Kris Donovan
Andrew Driver
Corinne Driver
Sam & Erica Driver
Laura Dunn & Rich Tuohey
Allison & Ginny Durfee
Sophia Dyer
Thomas & Gayane Ebling
Stetson W. Eddy
Beverley Edwards
Ken Ramsay & Karen Edwards
Timothy Ehrlich
Karen & Brad Elders
Joy Elvin
Robert & Jeanette Emerson
Susan Emery
Elizabeth Eustis
Clare Evans
Gabe & Carolyn Faria
Lisa & Matt Fargo
Sandy Farr
Bruce & Elizabeth Fiedorek
Noel Field
Pamela Fitch
Leslie L. Fox
Jen Francis
Marjorie Findlay & Geoff Freeman
Chip & Debbie Fuller
Lavinia Gadsden
Edith Gardner
Howard & Susan Garsh
Alexander & Jane Gavis
Rita & Jonathan Gewirz
Walter & Sarah Gorman
Ann & Preston Granbery
Roger & Gail Greene
Ginny Greenwood
Marnie Greenwood & David Levin
Terry & Carol Gregory
Dean & Mary Goodwin
Tom & Ann Grimes
Roger Guillemette
Pat Hagan
Ann Haire
Blythe Hamer

Anonymous – 4
Max Rosen & Jeanne Ackman
Robert Frank & Jeanne Adams
Dennis Almeida & Suzanne St. Amour
Patricia J. Almy
Cushing  Anderson & Susan Kazanas
Jack & Lea Angell
Rev. Virginia Army
Robbie Apfel &  Bennett Simon
Cherry Arnold & Peter Goldberg
Lindsay B. Atha
Rebecca Atwood & Gabriel Long
Margot Balboni
Alexander & Jessica Barr
John Barylick & Jenna Hashway
Paul Bazzoni
Amy Beckwith
Daniel Beesley
Judy & Bob Behn
Alice Benedict & Caldwell Smith
Arthur Berndt
Alfred Bettencourt
Holly Billings
Matthew Binger
Barbara S. Bissinger
Sarah & Peter Blum
Capt. & Mrs. R.C. Bogle
Christopher & Wendy Born
Carol Beach & Tara Bradley
James S. Bradley
Jill Branca
Dara & Dan Brewster
Fred & Helen Bridge
Christopher & Lindsay Brislin
Bill Bridgen & Laura Posten
Steve & Elaine Bristol
Philip Brooks
Doug & Bonnie Brout
Emily & Monty Brower
Axel Brown
Greta Brown
James Brown
Kristin Brown
Scott Brown & Family
Megan Brownell
Wayne & Eileen Browning
Dianne & Sam Bruce
Louise Bryant
Aaron & Danielle Bryson
Marty & Carole Buffman
Jeffrey Buffum
Nate Buffum
Tuck Buffum & Jane Forbes
Fred & Joan Buhrendorf
Elizabeth W. Bullock & Stephen M. 
Jordan
Gilles & Leslie Burgat
Alix Campbell
Leonora Campbell
Herbert & Eleanor Case
Philip & Lora Casey
William & Jean Casey
Anne Celander
JC Chandor & Cameron Goodyear
Cam & Pam Church
Ann & Hugo Cimmelli
Fran Clark & Rip Tompkins

Cathy Hemerlein & Jim Redding
James Haney & Katharine Ryan
Elizabeth Hardardt
Kevin & Kate Hardardt
John & Ginger Harkey
John & Bethany Harrington
Sharon Harvey
Janine Harvey
Ray & Betty Hathaway
Sally Havens
Matt & Stacy Havens
Rosemary Haverland
Alexander & Jane Hawes
Daphne D. Hays
Gib & Peg Hedstrom
Jacqueline & Mikkel Herman
Kathryn Hoenig & Doug Maynard
Alan & Marilyn Hoffman
Frank & Monica Hopton
Walter & Betsy Horak
Susan E. Howe & Partick W. Ratkowski
Ward & Kathy Hough
Ty & Abby Howe
Harry & Barbara Howell
Karl & Nea Hoyt
Lex Hrabe & K. Alexis Ryan
Bay Hudner & Clay Wiske
Richard Humphrey
Bill & Sue Hutson
Phyllis Ibbotson
Andrew & Raúl Iriarte-Moore
Joan Reilly & Chuck Izzo
Meghan Jamison
Marina & Marcus Janus
Whitney H. Jastram
Lucinda Jewell
Steve & Claire Johnson
Francis Jones
Avshalom & Amanda Kalichstein
Chuck & Susan Karagozian
Mimi & John Karlsson
Kristian Kassimis & Matt Montgomery
Michael Keaveney & Sarah Simonds
Dick & Anne Keigher
Michael & Cary Keigher
Nick & Bicky Kelley
Elizabeth Kelly
Peter Kelsey & Ginger Ryan
Rita Kenahan
Stephen & Ginger Kent
Elena Kingsland
Elizabeth Kinnane & Sean Conway
Dirk Kramers & Sue Thayer-Kramers
Adeline Gwynne Kurz
Debby & Carl Ladd
Robert & Elizabeth Laible
Sarah Laird
Michael & Aileen Lederman
Edward Levine & Isabella Porter 
Arthur Lewis
Alla & Anatoly Leytin
Annique Link
Marjorie & John Lint
Holly & Gary Lippert 
James Lippincott & Catherine Schneider
Richard & Janet Lisle
Carolyn & James Lock

Laura Locke & Paul Mourning
Denise Lyons
Colin & Jessica Macdonald
Susan Macdonald & Ted Stein
Doug & Lora MacFall
David & Mary Mackintosh
Holly Mackintosh & Rob Sidloski
Stuart & Mary Mackintosh
Todd & Elizabeth MacNeill
Chuck Makepeace
Peanuts Makepeace
Timothy Maloney
Geoff & Margaret Manning
John & Diana Marshall
Peter & Deirdre Martin
Gary Mataronas
Victoria & Hans Mautner
Joel Maxwell
Jeanne & Tom McAllister
Bill & Janet McAndrew
Jennifer McDowell
Andrew McKee
Johanna & Brett McKenzie
Callum & Alexa McLaughlin
Don & Alison McNaughton
Maria McPadden
Don Medeiros & Ellen Peoples
Partricia & Richard Menoche
Robert Merriman
Ambassador J. William Middendorf
Elizabeth P. Millikin
Dora & Trip Millikin
Margaret & Joseph Minville
Jane Moffett
Brent & Fayette Moore
Scott & Marion Morrison
Albin & Eileen Moser
Barbara & Richard Murdock
David & Heather Myers
Stephen & Lucy O’Connor
Stephen Olesky & Judith Tick
Chris & Siobhan Oliveira
Tim & Janice Olson
Joshua J. Ott
Jane Parker
Jeffrey Parker
David Parsons
Tracy & Peter Parsons
Ken Pascal
Liz Peckham & Skip Paul
Barbara Pauls
Mary & David Peirce
Andrea Phillips
Bonnie Phinney
Donna Pilkington
Nina Pinnock
Franklin H. Pond
Mary & David Powers
Marcia Pratt
Jim & Lucy Probert
Jeff Raposo
Mary & Chris Rawson 
Spencer Raymond
Bob & Alden Read
Mark Reichin
Steven & Marsha Riccardi
Karen & Bill Richmond
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Bonnie Phinney
Donna Pilkington
Nina Pinnock
Franklin H. Pond
Mary & David Powers
Marcia Pratt
Jim & Lucy Probert
Jeff Raposo
Mary & Chris Rawson 
Spencer Raymond
Bob & Alden Read
Mark Reichin
Steven & Marsha Riccardi
Karen & Bill Richmond

Gardner & Pam Rogers
Peter & Lisa Rowley
Clay Rockefeller & Manya Rubinstein
Richard Rudick
Trip & Allyson Samson
Harriet Savage
Jim & Beth Schiff
Katherine Schleich-Medeiros
Edward & Diane Schmults
Robert & Chrys Schmults
Patricia Schneider
Marshall Schoenthal
Clarkson Schoettle
Catherine & Arthur Scinta
George & Theresa Seidel
Bernard & Terry Shapiro
Suzanne Mills Shaw
Cindy Sheldon
David Shwaery
Margaret Small
Victoria Small
Stephen & Susan Souza
John & Sandi Sparks
Albert B. Staebler
Heather & Michael Steers
John & Rebecca Stoeckle
Brenda & Greg Stone
Mark Strauss
Peter Sullivan
Paul & Mary Suttell
Elaine & Geoff Swaebe
Patricia Sylvester
Lewis Taylor
Mark & Carlotta Taylor
Peter & Cady Taylor
Olivia Thayer
Pollie S. Thayer
Valerie & Harvey Thayer
Erik & Angela Thomas
Liz Thurber
Anne Tillinghast
Jane Timkin
Fred & Betty Torphy
Frances & Peter Trafton
Carol Lynn Trocki
Barbara Trowbridge
Kathy & Ted Truscott
Heidi Truscott
Charlie & Mary Truslow
Sidney Tynan
Geoffrey Vitt
Coll M. Walker
Tine Ward & Matt Ziminsky
Helen Richmond Webb
Rosalind Weir
Eleanor Wickes
Cary & Henry White
Jan & Don Williams
Hilary & Helen Woodhouse
Noreen & Roger Wordell
Sonja Yates
Deborah & Richard Zawalich

Mr. Sidney "Gerry" Clifford - Legacy Gift
Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Gifts made in memory of

Anne Fordyce
Susan Mygatt

Lawre Richmond Goodnow
Robert Bowden
Lisa Fargo
Nancy & David Osborn
Hadley and Jeanette Reynolds

Win Hall
Susan S. Hutson
Francis & Kevin Jones

Bob Venusti
Venusti Family Foundation

Alexander B. Wilkinson
Rosemary Colt

Nina P. Young
Alfred Bettencourt
Karen & Michael Fiorile
Bethany Moniz
Marcia Pratt
Coll Walker & Family
Susan & Dick Wolfson
Patricia Lane Young

Companies, organizations, foundations
Able Engineering
Amazon Smile
The Art Café
Bank Newport
BayCoast Bank
Benevity
Brave Family Advisors
Briggs Beach Inc.
Country and Coastal Properties
Gykantler
Harbor Road Investments LLC
The Haffenreffer Family Fund
The Howard Bayne Fund
IA R G & A M Douglas Foundation
The Kresge Foundation
Lees Market
Lou Lou's Décor
Mott & Chase Sotheby's International 
Realty
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Newport Craft Brewing & Distilling 
Company
Old House Home Inspectors
PayPal Giving Fund
Pitney Bowes Foundation
Rallis Conover Family Fund
Residential Properties Ltd
RI General Assembly - Senator Lou 
DiPalma
Watson Management Company, LLC
Welchman Real Estate Group

If your name is listed incorrectly, omitted, 
or you wish to remain anonymous, please 
accept our apologies and notify Joy Elvin, 
jelvin@sakonnetpreservation.org.

Among the various conservation groups working 

in Little Compton, Sakonnet Preservation is 

distinguished by its willingness to accept properties 

for conservation that may not be a priority for other

groups. We are open to accepting small parcels which 

make up a high percentage of the remaining

undeveloped land in our community. Such parcels are 

vital for protecting groundwater, habitat corridors,

historic stone walls and scenic vistas that define our 

landscape.

An accredited 501c3 non-profit organization, 

Sakonnet Preservation relies almost exclusively 

on donor contributions. Its primary work is twofold: 

preserving open space and providing conservation 

education to all ages in the community, the latter 

with planned activities, volunteer opportunities, 

and web and print newsletters. Donations 

supporting our work can be paid by check; 

online credit card payment through our website 

sakonnetpreservation.org; with contributions 

from donor-advised funds; with gifts of appreciated 

stock; or with Required Minimum Distribution funds 

from an IRA. Our correct mailing address is PO Box 

945, Little Compton, RI 02837. For direct transfer of 

funds or financial instruments please contact us for 

instructions.
Gray’s Mill Pond, conserved by Sakonnet Preservation

photo by Warren Jagger
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50th Anniversary Campaign donors – 2017-2022
* Family Stewardship Circle donor

Carl & Carol Acebes, Rowan Acebes & Aydan Puth, and Family *
Peter & Widgie Aldrich
Aubin Ames
Joe Azrack, Abigail Congdon and Family *
Sue & Kit Barrow and Family *
Catherine Fellowes Beard
Ann Beardsley & Jim McGlynn
Bob & Pam Beck, Allison Beck & Jonathan Papasideris, 
	 Meredith & Adolf Haffenreffer, Lindsay Beck *
Frederick L. & Nancy D. Bissinger *
The Bordeau Family *
Carole D. Broadus & Casey Eskridge *
Abigail Brooks, Nick Long and Family *
Rhea Brooks and Family *
Chris & Suzie Burns and Family – honoring Rose Burns *
Cameron & Alison Burns, and Mack, Henry & Andrew *
Susan & Topher Callahan – honoring Robert R. Cole *
Ben & Leigh Carpenter *
The Chafee Family *
Kate & Robert Chartener, and William, Jasper & Matilda *
Andrew Church & Joni Walser
Leroy & Lucy Close
Bill & Janet Coleman
John & Phoebe Cook
McLane & Tenney Cover, Eliza & Alec *
Keith Crudgington & John McCole *
Alison & Eric Dale *
Nicole Danforth & Judith Edersheim
Matthew & Pam Dawson
Ken & Lorrie DeAngelis and Family *
Charles & Nancy Dunn *
Peter Erichsen & David Palumb *
Nina & Chris Evison *
Frank J. Faltus, MD *
Jim & Janet Field, Lisa & Andy Mims, Jennifer & Peter Whitman *
Karen & Michael Fiorile *
Peter Fox-Penner & Susan Vitka
Rob & Susan Galford *
Laryn & Alan Gardner *
Kristen Garlinghouse 
Stephen & Carol Geremia *
Phil & Lawre Richmond Goodnow
The Gnazzo Family *
Nan Haffenreffer & Larry Anderson
Bryan & Debbie Haggerty and Family *
Jack & Kathy Haire *
Stephen B. Ham, Corinne Ham, and George & Mallory Ham Close 	  
	 honoring Antoinette (Toni) Hughes Ham *
Maureen & Mike Harrington
Mary Higgins and Family – honoring Robert Higgins *
Warren & Janet Jagger *
Marilyn Kanter & Terry Nathan *
George Kilborn , George, Jr., Wendy & Ben *
Lisa & Stephen Knight, and Elianna, Christina & Olivia *
The Kohli Family: Bill & Gillian, Peter, Nora, James Kohli & Erin Rouse,  
	 Colin Kohli & Katherine Brewster *

Remington & Alicia Brownell Korper and Michal & Bart Brownell *
Greg Licholai & Charlotte DuHamel *
Jill & David Lillie
Suzanne Steers Lyons *
Sheila & Bill Mackintosh
Virginia & Doug Marzonie and Family *
David & Charisse Mayer *
Mimi & Jamie McCleary *
Judy Melanson
Maureen & Jim Mellowes *
The Merriman & Wells Family *
John Montgomery
Libby & Raoul Moore – honoring Eleanor and Randolph K. Byers, Jr. *
Ted & Drew Moran *
Richard & Elizabeth Morash
Elizabeth Morgan & Simon Talbot *
The Mungall Family:  Barbara Mungall & Jan Pethick, Nancy & Peter McDowell, 
	 Marian Smith & Colin Sherer and their families *
Amiee & Bill Munro *
Perky Nellissen
Don & Ellen O’Neill *
David & Nancy Osborn, and David, Megan & Hannah 
	 honoring Lawre Richmond Goodnow *
Marjory & Tim O'Toole
Eric & Jane Philippi *
David & Leslie Puth *
Jackson Robinson *
The Schofield Family – Robert Schofield & Sarah Schofield Herzog *
Alice Southworth Schulman, Frank Schulman and Family *
Jeff & Trina Sherer, Colin Sherer & Marian Smith, Adam & Megan Sherer *
The Shore & Lozier Family *
Marte & John Small *
Richard & Mary Small *
Ruth & James Small *
Jon & Betsy Stapleton and Family *
Rush Taggart, Dorothy Bedford and Family – honoring Dee Osborn *
The Tardio, Blumberg & Malloy Families *
Bill & Sue Theriault
Karen & Jim Tung *
Thomas J. Vander Salm & Adelaide Sherer Vander Salm *
David & Ellen Wagner, Bryn Wagner Hanson, M. Ryan Wagner, 
	 Lily Hanson, Dylan Hanson *
Ralph E. Watson *
Gurdon & Kathy Wattles – honoring Gurdon Wattles *
David & Louise Wechsler
Randi von Steinwehr & Charles A. Whipple *
Carter & Alison Wilkie
Gregory Whitehead, The Whitehead Foundation 
	 honoring John C. Whitehead *
Cynthia Whitehead
Sarah Chartener Whitehead *
Deborah Wiley *
Chris & Alan Willemsen *
Frank & Elizabeth Wojchiechowski
Tom & Ann-Marie Woodhouse *
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Managing the Ponderosa

Board member meetings with knowledgeable 

townspeople and engineers about both volunteer 

and/or professional dredging and removal of the 

dredge spoils from the pond have exposed how 

extraordinarily costly ($150,000 and up) and tempo-

rary the options are. We’ve learned that dredging to 

a depth of at least six feet to maximize the longevity 

and cost of the effort would slow how quickly the 

pond’s surface freezes to a safe thickness and would 

create greater risk if a skater were to break through 

the ice.

While discussing options–most recently with the engineering firm of Horsley 

Whitten–we learned from Fire Chief Petrin that the Fire Department includes 

the Ponderosa’s outflow stream (a continuation of the Dundery Brook) as a vital 

source of water in plans for fighting a fire in the area of the Commons. This has 

become our first priority to secure.  

We have submitted draft plans to the Fire Chief and the Department of 

Environmental Management. We await the scheduling of a meeting to discuss 

what would be required to support an application for a wetland alteration under 

the new rules for the various scenarios in our draft.

Sakonnet Preservation Association (SPA) 

bought The Ponderosa property in 1981 from 

Manuel and Jennie Camara for $30,000 after their 

offer to sell to the Town was rejected by voters at 

the Financial Town Meeting.

According to historic maps, 

the pond had been dug by 

1972 during the Camara’s 

ownership, and they gen-

erously allowed use of the 

property by townspeople 

for picnicking, boating and 

skating. 

Sakonnet Preservation 

accepted responsibility 

for The Ponderosa’s management with its pur-

chase. Any alteration of wetlands, including 

management activities on this property, has 

been under the jurisdiction of the RI Department 

of Environmental Management since 1971. 

Increasingly rigorous permitting requirements 

have led to greater complexity and cost over the 

42 years of SPA’s ownership. 

Multiple efforts to remove vegetation in the pond, 

including the invasive phragmites that grow well 

beyond the boundaries of our property, have 

been undertaken over the years of our 

ownership.We have used hand-pull-

ing, chemical spraying, and cutting as 

attempted controls. Silt buildup has 

resulted in a shallow pond that freezes 

quickly, making it safe for skaters of 

all ages when winter weather hits a 

cold patch. Some years the pond is 

too shallow for trout stocking when 

there has been little winter rainfall.  

Early spring at the Ponderosa

A frog in the  Ponderosa’s pond 
photo by Peter GoldbergA photo from the 

Sakonnet Times at the 
time of the acquisition
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Become a member and supporter 

Send us your receipts, or drop them 

at the office – we’d love to say hi! 

The good folks at Lees will donate 

1% of your spending to SPA.

new membership

I want to be a sustaining member
Please charge my credit card $   each month until it expires or I make a change.

We gratefully acknowledge all supporters in our newsletter. If you wish to remain anonymous, please check  

Please print your name(s) below as you would like to be acknowledged.

To make a gift or become a member online visit  sakonnetpreservation.org/membership

To make a gift of appreciated stock, or to discuss deferred giving, please call 401-635-8800.

name 

address 

city/state/zip    phone 

seasonal phone    email 

special seasonal mailing instructions/dates 

  My check, payable to  Sakonnet Preservation is enclosed.

Please charge my   visa      mastercard      american express

#   exp  security code 

Your gifts to Sakonnet Preservation are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. Thank you.

$25  individual

renewal

$35  family

$100  sustaining

$250  patron

$500  sponsor

$1000+  benefactor


