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PRESIDENTS LETTER

With the arrival of spring, nature’s bounty sur-
rounds us here in Little Compton. Abundant
woodlands, fields and wetlands are teeming with
wildlife. Freshly tilled farm fields await planting.
Bright green, new plant growth fills scenic vistas.
Watersheds are saturated. These are the benefits
of land preservation that we’d like to send on to
future generations. This is what inspires us to do
the work we do.

In January, The Nature Conservancy
closed on the 11.5 acre Marvel property we report-
ed on in our last newsletter. The conveyance of
the conservation easement to the Sakonnet
Preservation Association, the Little Compton
Agricultural Conservancy Trust, and the Rhode
Island Department of Environmental Management,
which will provide public access to the property
including the creation of trails and a small parking
area for use by the public, has been made. Later in
June, SPA’s $100,000 contribution to the project
will be paid to the Nature Conservancy.

SPA’s Land Protection Committee is
presently working with several property owners
who are interested in donating land or a conser-
vation easement, which would limit development
on their property forever. Often it takes several
years to complete an acquisition because of the
required title searches, surveys, appraisals and
deed or conservation easement agreements. We
would like to thank these people and the many
others who have made land, easement, or finan-
cial donations over the years.

However, land and conservation easement
deductions are under attack. continued on page 2




The Land Trust Alliance, the national organization for the more

than 1500 land trusts in the U.S., has provided the following
report:

In January, a report released by The Congressional Joint Committee
on Taxation shocked the land trust community by proposing major decreas-
es in the federal tax deductions for conservation easements and bargain

sales. The proposal, if adopted, would end the work of land trusts as we
know it.

The Joint Committee has proposed that deductions for conservation
easements be limited to 33% of the appraised value. No deductions will
be allowed for the donation of an easement on land used for a personal res-
idence. The Committee also proposes changing the deductions associated
with donations to the owner’s ‘basis’ — that is, the cost of the land plus any
capital improvements made over the years.

If enacted, these proposals would severely set back our conserva-
tion work. Saving land is often the primary motivation for donating a
conservation easement, but we know that tax deductions enable many more
people to donate.

The Land Trust Alliance

The LTA is engaged in a vigorous response, working with
a coalition of national conservation leaders and allies. They need
the help of all of us. Letters to our U.S senators and representa-
tives asking them to help in fighting these proposals are essen-
tial. Draft letters and more information, including how to email
or write our elected officials, are on the LTA website at
wwuw.lta.org.

Congressional hearings are being held this spring on
transactions by land trusts. The Senate Finance Committee staff
is looking at a wide variety of issues related to donations and
sales of land in fee, as well as donations of conservation ease-
ments. The Land Trust Alliance states that “...after an 18-month
investigation and congressional hearings, it seems likely that the
Committee will introduce reform legislation to increase the
accountability of land trusts.”

These are tough times for land trusts. The Joint
Committee on Taxation’s recommendations would seriously
limit the donation of land and conservation easements to SPA
and other organizations. Please help preserve open space in
Little Compton by contacting Senators Chafee and Reed and
Representatives Kennedy and Langevin. Thank you.

Heather Steers, President, SPA
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by Jana Porter

On Wednesday, April 27, SPA sponsored a public
presentation at the Community Center on “Strategic
Land Conservation,” offered by Ted Clement, the
Executive Director of the Aquidneck Land Trust. About
50 people attended the event, including representa-
tives from all Little Compton’s land planning groups.

Mr. Clement emphasized the importance of
involving all interested residents and planning groups
in the strategic planning effort to ensure accuracy of -
information, the widest possible vision, and a group of
willing and able volunteers. “We were seeking to
avoid the ‘bucks and acres’ mentality,” said Mr.
Clement. “We wanted to develop a qualitative shared
responsibility among planning participants.”

The ALT began their effort with a mapping
project that visually documented all the conserved
acreage on Aquidneck Island by qualified holder as
well as by conservation status. These maps were
mailed to every resident of the island.

ALT also identified three levels of conserved
land: (1) land conserved with a perpetual conservation
restriction or easement, (2) land conserved with a deed
restriction, and (3) land held with conservation intent
alone, lacking permanent deed restrictions.
“Recognizing that some important conserved lands

were not very secure also helped ALT prioritize future

Aquidneck Land Trust Director
Presents a Plan for Strategic Land Conservation

acquisitions,” said Mr. Clement.

Recognizing a significant gap in data
about conserved properties, the Aquidneck Land
Trust became the designated centralized reposito-
ry for key conservation documents and for an
eventual database. Efforts were made to close
information gaps through identifying land holders,
contacting them for information, specifically locat-
ing parcels, conducting research for verifying land
status, and checking research results with land
owners.

Mr. Clement stressed the need for out-
reach with the public as well as with the holders
of conserved land. Once the mapping results were
shared with participants, conservation opportuni-
ties, particularly for adjoining parcels, became
evident, and unprotected parcels could be evalu-
ated and prioritized for possible future conserva-
tion. A land evaluation form was developed to
score land parcels, facilitating the designation of
100 “hot” parcels. Strategies developed to pursue
each of these parcels are now being implemented.

Of Aquidneck Island’s 25,000 acres,
17% is conserved. About 54% of the island is
developed, and 29% of the land is still available

for development.
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. Board Adopts Five-Year Strategic Plan

In January, the Sakonnet Preservation Association (SPA) Board of Directors voted to adopt a Strategic Plan that will
guide the organization's activities and operations for the next five years.

The Strategic Plan was the product of a year-long process, which was supported by a grant from the Rhode
Island Foundation. All SPA board members participated in two daylong strategic planning sessions in November and
December 2003, which were facilitated by Sylvia Bates, a New Hampshire-based consultant with extensive experi-
ence assisting land trusts and conservation groups throughout New England and the rest of the nation. During those
sessions, the SPA board developed a draft Strategic Plan, including a mission statement, a set of long-term goals, and

- specific action steps to meet those goals. Under the leadership of a committee including board members Tuck Buffum,
'Sheila Mackintosh, Lucy O'Connor and Heather Steers, the board in the ensuing months revised the draft plan, result-
ing in the final version approved in January.

- The Strategic Plan identifies the SPA's goals under four major categories: land and natural resource protec-

- tion; stewardshlp, public information, education, outreach and advocacy; and organizational focus and capacity.

,gory, the Plan then identifies fifty-two prioritized action steps, with assigned responsibilities and time
Y lng each action step. ;

a eglc Plan's long-term goals are as folIows

Land and Natural Resource Protection: Public Information, Education, Qutreach and

Permanently protect land in Little Compton for
the lasting benefit of the community.

Promote the protection of land and other natu-
ral resources in Little Compton by working with
other groups and individuals.

Stewardship:
Responsibly steward SPA holdings through

monitoring and land management.

Advocacy:

Educate and reach out to the Little Compton
community emphasizing land, water and natu-
ral resource protection. Serve as a legal and
technical informational resource to promote
land use practices consonant with SPA's mis-
sion. Advocate, within Little Compton and
beyond, for policies, programs and laws that

will enhance SPA's mission.

Organizational Focus and Capacity:

Ensure SPA's strategic focus and operational priorities by
establishing consistent policies, systems and procedures.

Ensure adequate funding to carry out SPA's mission.
Maximize SPA's organizational effectiveness by attracting,
retaining and developing qualified board members and

staff. Build and maintain a supportive membership.

i "Iri"deVeIo‘pingf‘the Strategic Plan, SPA board members were guided by a determination to strengthen the organization's

capacaty to ensure the long-term protection of Little Compton's landscape and natural resources. The planning effort

o also remforces the SPA's ongoing commitment to adopt policies and procedures consistent with the Standards and

lCéS v'f’the Land Trust Alliance, a national umbrella group that supports the activities of the nation's land trusts.
v ,Toa'écecve a copy of the SPA's Strategic Plan, please contact the SPA office at 635-8800.
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Brownell farm in 1930’s. 1915 across West Main towards” Prairie”

Brownell farm in 2005, one of the first
farms preserved by the LCACT in 1987.

Today looking from Meehan Triangle,
SPA preserved in 1983, towards Harrison
property preserved by the LCACT 2003.

2005 view. Newly preserved Marvel prop-
erty is on the left side of South Shore road,
group effort of TNC, LCACT, SPA & RIDEM.

SPA to Host Annual Meeting July 7

The Sakonnet Preservation Association’s Annual Meeting
will be held on Thursday, July 7, 2005 at the Stone House
Club, 122 Sakonnet Point Road, from 6:00-8:30 p.m. The
guest speaker will offer a unique Rhode Island perspec-
tive on land protection, environmental education and con-
servation advocacy. Lawrence Taft, the newly appointed
director of the Audubon Society of Rhode Island, will give
a talk entitted “Over 100 Years of Education,
Conservation and Advocacy: the Audubon Society
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.”

Mr. Taft is a life-long Rhode Islander who, prior to
being named director, was the ASRI's Director of
Properties and Acquisitions. He also served for 13 years
as the Director of the Norman Bird Sanctuary in
Middletown. Mr. Taft has a long history of involvement in
Rhode Island environmental organizations and is very
familiar with Rhode Island’s particular environmental
issues and opportunities. As Director of Properties and
Acquisitions he was responsible for the ASRI's 9,200

acres of protected wildlife habitat, which include 14
refuges that are open to the public. He also handled
land acquisition efforts and negotiated conservation
easements and purchases. During this time, Taft was
able to work with landowners, foundations and other
conservation organizations to protect nearly 1,000
acres.

In addition to Mr. Taft’s talk, the SPA Annual
Meeting will include a reception with hors d’oeuvres,
sandwiches and cash bar that begins at 6:00 p.m. The
annual meeting will start at 6:45 p.m. and include a
description of recent SPA activities and the election of
SPA officers and directors. Mr. Taft's talk will start at
7:15 p.m. All SPA members, as well as the entire com-
munity, are welcome to attend. Please consider bring-
ing a friend or neighbor. There is no charge for the
event, but donations will be welcome at the door. Call
635-8800 for additional information.
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Thanks to our contributors 2004-2005 !

Carl & Carol Acebes

Barbara Aldrich

Constance Alexander & Linda Reinfeld
Dennis August Almeida

Lois B Almy

Ms Patricia | Almy

Mrs. Philip W Almy

Mr/Mrs Lincoln Ames

Cushing Anderson & Susan Kazanas
Lawrence Anderson & Nan Haffenreffer
Jack & Lee Angell

Ms Jessica Angell

Dr Roberta | Apfel & Dr. Bennett Simon
Josie & Tom Arkins

Ms Damaris Atwater

Mr/Mrs Nathaniel B Atwater

Mrs Victor G Balboni

Mrs Robert Baldridge

Myrn-Ellen Barrett

Kit & Sue Barrow

Judy & Bob Behn

Claudia & Graeme Bell

Mr/Mrs Allan R Bellows

Anne & Arthur Berndt

Joseph & Mary Ann Bevilacqua

Holly & Gerry Billings

Mr/Mrs Matthew M Binger

Mr/Mrs Miller Blew

Edith & David Borden

Wendy & Chris Born

Jeanne Brady Cooney & Bryan Cooney
Helen & Fred Bridge

Mr/Mrs Arthur Broadus

Abigail Brooks & Nicholas Long

Rhea & Robert Brooks

Mrs Greta Brown

Jill & Scott Brown

Ms. Kristin M Brown

Carlton Brownell

Bevan & Paul Buffum

Mr/Mrs Nathaniel Buffum

Mr/Mrs Thomas A Buffum Jr
Mr/Mrs William P Buffum Jr
Mr/Mrs Frederick G Buhrendorf Jr
Elizabeth W Bullock

Mr/Mrs George B Bullock Jr
Mr/MrsT Brenton Bullock & Judith Emmons
Mr/Mrs William Burchard

Alison & Cameron Burns

Mr/Mrs Christopher | Burns

Mr/Mrs Randolph K Byers Jr
Thomas & Kerrin Callahan
Mr William | Carey

Mr/Mrs Wilfred Caron

Anne Carpenter

John & Kris Carter

Letitia & John Carter
Mr/Mrs Tomas M Cern

Mrs Harriet M Chafee
Joanna & William Chamberlin
Mr/Mrs Robert Chartener
Rev/Mrs Peter Chase
Mr/Mrs Samuel N Chase

Ms Rachel Child

Mr/Mrs Edward Christiansen Jr
Mr/Mrs Edward W Cissel
Frances Clark & Ralph Tompkins II1
Janice C Clark

Betty Cleaver

Mr/Mrs Nicholas L Coch
Rosemary & Leonard Colt
Mr/Mrs William Compton
Patty & Don Conaway

Mr Bernard D Connelly
Phoebe & John Cook

Elvy Cooper

Mr/Mrs James L Crawford
Mrs Lisa B Crawford
Bettyann & George Crowell
Mimi Crowell

Mr/Mrs John S Cumming
Mrs Biruta Cunningham

Mrs Laura Cutler

David Cutts

Mr/Mrs Preston Dalglish
Sophie F Danforth

David & Maureen Doern
Susan & Rich Doll

Mr Mason Downing

Mrs Corinne L Driver
Mr/Mrs Beverley Duer
Edward D Duffield 11

Connie Duhamel

Mrs Emily DuHamel-Brower
Mr/Mrs William S Easman Jr
Junius Eddy

Lee & Stetson Eddy

Karen Edwards & Kenneth Ramsay
Mr/Mrs Hiram W Emery Jr

Judith Reed Emmons

Peter Erichsen & David Palumb
Janet Espo

Mr William R Eustis

My Paul Farago

Barbara E Fargo

Mr/Mrs Walter Feldman
Mr/Mrs Christian Finne

Joel & Ann Flather

Anne & Jim Fordyce

Sylvia M Forrest

Michael B Forte Jr

Mr/Mrs Peter B Freeman
Dr/Mrs Pierre M Galletti
Edith B Gardner

Howard Garsh

Sally & Jim Gilliatt

Susan and Arthur Goldstone
Mr/Mrs Philip M Goodnow
Mr David L Goodrich

Peter & Marne Goodrich
Gail, Roger & Hyalie Greene
Gail Grey

Mary Alice & Robert M Griffin Jr
Mr Frederick Griffiths

John Gwynne

Ashley Haffenreffer

Mr/Mrs David Haffenreffer
Mr/Mrs Karl Haffenreffer
Dr/Mrs Joseph H Hagan
Barbara Harrison

Sheila & Karl Hartmann
Mr/Mrs Darrell Harvey 111
Timothy B Harwood

Ms Virginia Hastings
Frances Hatch

Mr/Mrs Alexander B Hawes Jr
Mr/Mrs William H Heald
Mrs Ann C Hendrie
Mr/Mrs Stanford Henry
Bente Hoegsberg & Herb Shander
Marilyn & Alan Hoffman
Walter & Betsy Horak

Lilli & Donald Hornig

Mrs Elinor Hough

Mrs Elizabeth Hough

Mrs Mark S Hough

Mr/Mrs Nathaniel S Howe
Mr/Mrs Richard Howe
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Josephine Humphrey Mr/Mrs Timothy Maloney Liz Peckham & Skip Paul

Richard Humphrey Robert A Marra Mr/Mrs Roswell B Perkins

Ann Huntoon James E Marsh Mr/Mrs William H Phinney

Mr/Mrs Winfield H James Mr/Mrs John E Marshall 111 Mrs Mary B Pitts

Colleen & Timothy Jermain Mrs Elinor T Marvell Sonja & Edward Pollard

Mimi Johnson & John Karlsson Fred Marziano & Kimberly Paterson Mr/Mrs Franklin H Pond

William C Jordan & Madeleine Miller Gary Mataronas Jana Porter

Mr/Mrs William H Joslin Victoria & Hans Mautner Mary Lee Prescott-Griffin

Mr/Mrs James Joyce Jr Mrs Margaret McElderry Mr/Mrs Frederick Pullman

Jane K Kauffmann Julie & Malcolm McGeoch Mr/Mrs Michael Rafferty

Mr George Kilborn Johanna McKenzie Mr Christopher M Rawson Jr

Mr Samuel G King Mrs David Meehan Mary & Chris Rawson

Adeline Gwynne Kurz Mr/Mrs Howard Merriman Jr Alden & Robert Read

Mr/Mrs F Louis LaFage Suzanne Lisle Miller Charles Rice & Rev Rebecca Spencer

Henry & Mary Jane Laferriere Mr Dudley L Millikin Helen Richmond Webb

Agnes Langdon Virginia & Tod Moore William & Karen Richmond

Ms Regina A Lee ' Tom & Karla Moran Mr/Mrs Harry W Robinson

Mr/Mrs Terry Lemieux Mr Michael Morgan Jim & Terry Ryan

Edward H Levine & Isabella Porter Mr/Mrs Daniel Mungall Jr Mr/Mrs Earl Samson

Al and Susan Libutti Walter & Louise Munroe Liz & Bob Samson

Richard & Janet Lisle Barbara & Richard Murdock Mr/Mrs Christopher Sargent

Lynda & Lionel Loranger David & Marion Mussafer Mprs Ellise Schiffer

Jane & Stephen Lorch Susan Hall Mygatt John & Elizabeth Schori

Mr David I Lough Gregg O'Brien Mr Frank C Schroeder

Mr James B Lynch Lucy & Stephen O'Connor Mr/Mrs Bernard Shapiro

Suzanne S Lyons Theodora Oakes O'Hara Cynthia Sheldon

Sheila & Bill Mackintosh Mrs Dorothy Osborn Dr/Mrs Joseph F Sherer Jr

Malcolm Maclean Anne & Charles Page Mr/Mrs Joseph F Sherer 111

Mrs Madge A L MacNeil Mr/Mrs Thomas Papa George A Shevchuk

Mary Maguire Pat Parente Mara & Chris Shore

Mr/Mrs William N Makepeace Mr/Mrs Gordon L Parker Jr Mrs Clarke Simonds

Leslie & Helen Malone Lynn Parker Dr Wilfred T Small

Robert Malone Barbara Pauls Caldwell Smith & Alice Benedict
Al & Mary Jane Peckham Channing & Elizabeth Smith
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Sakonnet Preservation Association

Sakonnet P. 0. Box 945, Little Compton, RI 02837 -
: Preservation Phone/Fax: 401. 635. 8800 :
: Association :
. Name .
YES, | WOULD LIKE TO BECOME Permanent Address .
. A NEW MEMBER. .
. Town .
Enclosed is my tax deductible State .
: membership contribution. .
: Zip :
: Individual Member - 820 Phone Summer phone .
. Family Member $25 ' .
5 Sustaining Member $35 E-mail :
. — Special Gift . PR Summer Address i
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Clark & Galen Snow

Richard B Southworth
Virginia & Thomas Soutter
Roland & Catriona St George
Mr/Mrs Steven Stanton
Mr/Mrs Jonathan C Stapleton
Alison & John Steadman
Heather & Michael Steers
Dr./Mrs. Strasburger

Mary & Paul Suttell

Trish Sylvester

Sally C Tappen

Eleanor Taylor

Hope & Lewis Taylor
Mr/Mrs Malcolm Taylor
Thomas G Taylor

Mr/Mrs Clinton Thompson
Lisette M Tillinghast

Sylvia B Tompkins

Fred & Betty Torphy
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Mr Alan S Trueblood

Ted & Kathy Truscott
Mr/Mrs James L Truslow
Louis & Margaret Van Orden
Martha & Paul Van Zuiden
Ann & Robert Von der Lippe
Randi Von Steinwehr & Charles Whipple
Mr/Mrs F Brooks Wall
Barbara H Watson

Mr/Mrs | Prewitt Wehle
Louise & David Weschler
Mr/Mrs William A Westwater
Mr/Mrs H Hunter White Jr
John C Whitehead

Mr/Mrs William Whitmarsh
Deborah E Wiley

David Wilson

Janet & Frank Winkler
Gregory Wolf

Hannah Z Wolk
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Mr/Mrs Robert Wolter
Dorothy Woodcock

Mr Caleb R Woodhouse
Mr David Worgan
Mr/Mrs William F Yates
Kathleen Yorks

Nina & Wesley Young

If you contributed and are not
listed, or if you are listed
incorrectly, please call the
Sakonnet Preservation

office at 635-8800. Thank you.
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